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Dear ASCYO Families and Friends:

Welcome to The Academy of Saint Cecilia Youth Orchestra (ASCYO)!  The ASCYO is an outreach music ministry of Damascus United Methodist Church to youth and their families in the greater Washington, D.C. area and is celebrating 10 years of musical excellence! There are six ensembles under the umbrella of ASCYO: three orchestras, flute choir, one band and a beginning woodwind and brass program. This fall, a seventh ensemble, a new intermediate level band, will be added to help round out the ASCYO.
 The ASCYO will hold all band and orchestra auditions for the 2011-2012 season on August 23-24.  Auditions will be held at Damascus United Methodist Church, 9700 New Church Street, Damascus, MD 20872. (The Beginning Woodwind and Brass program will start in September.) The auditions will be10 minutes in length from 4:30 pm – 9:00 pm each evening. The 2011-2012 audition requirements, by ensemble and instrument, are attached.
The ASCYO auditions are held only in the fall of each year. Outside judges will be a part of the string auditions process.  Seating assignments for all instruments will be part of the initial audition. Seating placement is for the mutual benefit of the musicians and each ensemble.  If you would like to participate in multiple ensembles, please notify us at the audition.  
Be sure to bring your completed Audition Form (download from the website, www.ascyo.org) and the required audition music to the audition. (Please note: scales with arpeggios are required. See audition requirements). Audition results will be posted before the first rehearsal in September.
The annual fee is $155.00 per student (with the exception of the Beginning Band, which the fee is $100.00 per student). This fee is fully refundable until the first rehearsal of the fall season, after which there will be no refunds, except in cases of extreme family hardship.
Please mark your calendars: Tuesday evening, August 30 is the ASCYO Orientation meeting for all ASCYO perspective and returning families.  The Orientation meeting will be held at Damascus United Methodist Church. Look for more details soon.
All orchestra and band rehearsals begin on Tuesday, September 6.  The Instrument Petting Zoo for the Beginning Band will be held on September 6 and 13 from 7:00 – 9:00 pm. Classes begin September 20. 
The Academy of Saint Cecilia Youth Orchestras and Bands rehearse weekly on Tuesday nights at Damascus United Methodist Church, September through May. Each ensemble performs two series of concerts: one in December and one in April or May.  Attendance and proper concert dress is required.
To schedule an audition, sign up for the Beginning Band Petting Zoo, or get additional information about the ASCYO, please call Lerna May-Frandsen, Executive Director at (301) 821-1162 or contact her by email at talenthntr@aol.com. When emailing, please put ASCYO Auditions in the subject line. Please share the enclosed fliers with your students, friends, families and encourage them to audition.  We need your help to continue to make the Academy of Saint Cecilia a success. The Academy of Saint Cecilia’s mission is to serve the community by providing opportunity for young musicians to grow spiritually and attain musical excellence through instruction, rehearsal and public performance of the great musical compositions of the past and present. Admission is open to qualified musicians without regard to sex, race, religion or country of origin.

Sincerely,

Lerna May-Frandsen

Executive Director

Enclosure
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® 2011-2012The ACADEMY OF SAINT CECILIA AUDITION REQUIREMENTS
The audition requirements for each ensemble are listed below. Solo pieces should be polished and demonstrate the student’s best musical abilities. Students will be responsible for all scales listed. Students will be asked to play 2 or 3 scales. Scales are to be played with lots of tone and vibrato using HALF NOTES followed by ARPEGGIOS in the same pattern (quarter note = 80).  Students are responsible for acquiring and preparing the selected Etudes. Please use the original music.  Students are expected to prepare selected etudes with all the printed bowings, fingerings, dynamics and phrase markings. Placement and seating will be for the mutual benefit of the musicians and the orchestras. 
Please note: Youth Orchestra violin and viola students may either prepare the Kreutzer etudes listed below or the orchestral excerpts which can be downloaded from the website, www.ascyo.org. Auditioning on the first violin excerpts do not guarantee acceptance into the 1st violin section. Placement and seating will be for the mutual benefit of the musicians and the orchestras.
PREP ORCHESTRA
Violin: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.

Scales: 1-oct. major– C, G, D, A, F, B flat. Sight reading will be required.
Viola: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.

Scales: 1-oct. major– C, G, D, A, F, B flat.  Sight reading will be required.

Cello: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.

Scales: 1-oct. major– C, G, D. Sight reading will be required.

Bass: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.

Scales: 1-oct. major– C, G, D, F, B flat with arpeggios.  Sight reading will be required.

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

Violin: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.

Scales: 2-oct. major – C, D, A, E, F, B flat; 2-oct. G harmonic or melodic minor; 3-oct. G major; 2-oct. G chromatic.
Etude: Wohlfahrt Foundation Studies for the Violin, Selected, Edited and Arranged in Progressive order 
by K.H. Aiqouni, Book II, published by Carl Fischer, Exercise No. 30, All (quarter note = 104). 
Sight reading will be required.

Viola: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.
Scales: 2-oct.major– C, G, D, F; 1-oct. major: A, B flat, E flat, A flat; 2-oct. C chromatic  
Etude: Wohlfahrt Foundation Studies for the Viola Transcribed and Arranged in Progressive Order 
by Merle J. Isaac and Ralph Lewis, Book II, published by Carl Fischer, Exercise No. 40, All (quarter note = 120)..
Sight reading will be required.

Cello: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.

Scales: 2-oct. major – C, G, D, F; 1 oct.-major: A, B flat, E flat, A flat; 2-oct. C chromatic.  
Etude: Dotzauer 113 Studies for Cello Solo, Book I, (Klingenberg), published by International Music Company, 
Exercise #17, All (quarter note = 116).  Sight reading will be required.

Bass: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.

Scales: 2-oct. major – E; 1-oct. major C, G, D, A, F, B flat, E flat; 

Etude: F. Simandl, 30 Etudes for the String Bass, published by Carl Fischer, Exercise #4, All 

(quarter note = 132). Sight reading will be required.

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Wind Players: Prepare Semper Fidelis  March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225library-detail.php?piece=225 . Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. This is a free download. Flutes will audition on the first 24 measures of the piccolo part (piccolo in C).  All the other wind instruments should use the 1st part in their section if they are capable of playing it. 
 
Scales: Major scales up to 4 sharps and 4 flats (A flat, E flat, B flat, F, C, G, D, A, and E) plus chromatic scale. Two octaves scales may be asked if in the range of the instrument. Clarinets and flutes should play the scales 2 octaves.
Brass Players: Prepare Semper Fidelis  March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225library-detail.php?piece=225 . Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library.  Scroll to the correct instrument part. This download is free. Trumpets should audition on the 1st cornet part.  If some parts are out of range, the player can either take notes that are too high down an octave, or audition on the 2nd or 3rd part.
Scales: Major scales up to 4 sharps and 4 flats (A flat, E flat, B flat, Concert F, C, G, D, A, and E) plus chromatic scale. Two octaves scales may be asked if in the range of the instrument.

Percussion: Snare solo  of student’s choice. Prepare Semper Fidelis March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225library-detail.php?piece=225 . Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. This is a free download.  Timpani or mallet solo required. See percussion audition sheet.

YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

Violin: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.
Scales: 3 – oct. major C, G, D, A, E, B, F, B flat; 3- oct. melodic minor – a, b flat, c, d, e, f, g; 3- oct. G chromatic.
*Etude: Kreutzer 42 Studies for Violin Solo (Galamian), published by International Music Company, Exercise # 26, Start at measure 15 and play to the end.(quarter note = 76). Sight reading will be required.

Viola:  Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.


Scales: 3 – oct. major C, D, E flat; 2- oct. F, G, A flat, A, B flat; 3 – oct. melodic minor c, d, e flat; 

2-oct. melodic minor e, f, g; 3 – oct. C chromatic.*Etude: Kreutzer 42 Studies for Viola (Pagels), published by International Music Company, Exercise # 12 (quarter note = 69). Sight reading will be required.
* Youth Orchestra violin and viola students may either prepare the Kreutzer etudes listed above or the orchestral excerpts which can be downloaded from the website, www.ascyo.org. Please note: Auditioning on the first violin excerpts do not guarantee acceptance into the 1st violin section. Placement and seating will be for the mutual benefit of the musicians and the orchestras.
Cello: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.


Scales: 3 – oct. major C, D, D flat, E, E flat; 2 – oct. major F, G, A flat, A, B flat, B; 

3 – oct. melodic minor a, c, d; 2 – oct. melodic minor b; 3 – oct. C chromatic; 


Etude: Dotzauer 113 Studies for Cello Solo, Book II, (Klingenberg), published by International Music Company,
Exercise # 49, All (quarter note = 90). Sight reading will be required
Bass: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge.

Scales: 2-oct. major C, G, D, A, E, F, B flat, A flat; 1 – oct. major E flat; 1-oct. melodic minor a, b, c, d, e, f, g;

Etude: F. Simandl, 30 Etudes for the String Bass, published by Carl Fischer, Exercise # 25 All (quartet note =126).   

Sight reading will be required.
YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Flute: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge. Prepare Semper Fidelis March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225library-detail.php?piece=225 .Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. This is a free download. Flutes would audition on the 1st 24 measures of the piccolo part (piccolo in C).
Scales: 2- oct. major C, G, D, A, E, B, F, B flat, E flat, A flat, D flat; 2-oct. harmonic minor: a, b, c, d, e, f, g; Chromatic in range. Sight reading will be required.
Oboe: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge. Prepare Semper Fidelis March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225. Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. Please play the 1st oboe part.
Scales:2 – oct. major C, G, D, A, E, B, F, B flat,  E flat, A flat, D flat; 2 – oct. melodic minor a, b, c, d, e; Chromatic in range. Sight reading will be required.
Clarinet: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge. Prepare Semper Fidelis March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225. Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. Please play the 1st clarinet part. This is a free download. Scales: 3 – oct. major E, F, F#, G; 2- oct. melodic minor a, b, c, d, e, f, g; Chromatic in range. 
Sight reading will be required.
Bassoon: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge. Prepare Semper Fidelis March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225. Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. Please play the 1st bassoon part. This is a free download. Scales: 2-oct. major: C, G, D, A, E, B, F, B flat, E flat, A flat, D flat; 2-oct. melodic minor: a, c, d, e, g; Chromatic in range. Sight reading will be required.

French Horn in F: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge. Prepare Semper Fidelis March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225. Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. Please play the 1st French horn part. This is a free download. Scales: 2-oct. major: G, F; 1-oct. major: C, D, A, B flat, E flat; Chromatic in range. Sight reading will be required. 
Trumpet: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge. Prepare Semper Fidelis March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225. Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. This is a free download. Trumpets should audition on the solo cornet part. Scales: 1-oct. major: C, D, E, B, F, B flat, A flat, E flat, D flat; 2-oct. major: G, A; 
1-oct. melodic minor: a, b, c, d, e, f, g; 2-oct. C Chromatic. Sight reading will be required. 
Trombone: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge. Prepare Semper Fidelis March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225. Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. Please play the 1st trombone part. This is a free download. Scales: 2-oct. major: G, A, E, F, B flat, A flat; 1-oct. major: C, D, B, E flat, D flat; Chromatic in range. Sight reading will be required.  
Tuba: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music for the judge. Prepare Semper Fidelis March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225. Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. This is a free download. Scales: 2-oct. major: G, A, E, F, B flat, A flat; 1-oct. major: C, D, B, E flat, D flat; Chromatic in range. Sight reading will be required.
Piano: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music. Audition for the Youth Orchestra Director.
Harp: Solo piece of student’s choice. Please provide an extra copy of the music. Audition for the Youth Orchestra Director.
PERCUSSION AUDITION REQUIREMENTS
2011-2012
Musicians need to be able to read music in all time and key signatures.  Students will be asked to demonstrate prepared solo pieces and sight-reading skills.  Proficiency required in at least one of the following areas, with the ability to perform in more than one area strongly preferred.  All percussionists will be required to demonstrate proper use of Bass Drum, Crash Cymbals, Suspended Cymbals, and various hand instruments.

A.
Mallets:  
Major scales, 2+ octaves, 4 sharps and 4 flats


    
Chromatic scale full length of the instrument




Short prepared solo that includes rolls and runs

Tone, ease of motion up and down the instrument and consistency will be evaluated.

B.
Timpani:
Demonstrate ability to pitch the instruments







Short prepared solo that includes rolls and 







crescendo/decrescendo.

Tone, ease of motion between the drums, consistency and dynamics will be evaluated.

C.
Snare:
Prepare Semper Fidelis March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225. Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. This is a free download.  

Short exercises which demonstrate the following at March tempo 






Dynamics and accents








Flam and grace notes





Series of 5 or 7 stroke rolls





Long even rolls - crescendo up and down





Syncopated rhythms



Tone, stability of rolls and consistency of tempo will be evaluated.



*Placement and seating will be for the mutual benefit of the musicians and the orchestras

If you have any questions about the audition process, please email 

Lerna May-Frandsen, Executive Director, at talenhntr@aol.com or

call (301) 821-1162.  Thanks!

BEGINNING BAND, SYMPHONIC BAND & CONCERT BAND  REQUIREMENTS 2010-2011
Beginning Band - for those students who have not previously played an instrument or students from other programs who are not yet at the Symphonic Band or Concert Band level. We will offer the following instruments: flute, clarinet, oboe, trumpet, French horn, baritone, trombone, and percussion.

New students can try out the various instruments and get advice on which instrument may be most appropriate for them. The Beginning Band Petting Zoo will be on Tuesday, September 6 & 13 from 7:00 – 9:00 pm. To schedule an appointment, please contact Lerna May-Frandsen at (301) 821-1162 or talnethntr@aol.com. Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings beginning September 20 (6:00-6:45pm woodwinds and brass).
Symphonic Band - for those students who played in last year's Beginning Band or for other students by audition.  Symphonic Band Audition requirements: Concert F and B flat Major Scales. Students should prepare a piece that will demonstrate where you are technically and musically on your instrument, for example a song or solo out of your band book.
Rehearsals will be held on Tuesday evenings 7:30-9:00pm beginning September 6. All students who have completed the Beginning classes last year will automatically make the Symphonic Band. This is a seating audition that will help us pick music for the group and assign parts that best suit your child.
Concert Band –for those students who play at an advanced level. Concert Band Audition requirements: C, Concert F, B flat and E flat Major Scales. Prepare Semper Fidelis March by John Philip Sousa available from http://www.bandmusicpdf.org/library-detail.php?piece=225. Type in the title and composer. Check box to browse library. Scroll to the correct instrument part. This is a free download.  
Rehearsals will be held on Tuesday evenings 6:00-7:20pm beginning September 6. 

*Placement and seating will be for the mutual benefit of the musicians and the orchestras

If you have any questions about the audition process, please email 

Lerna May-Frandsen, Executive Director, at talenhntr@aol.com or

call (301) 821-1162.  Thanks!
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®
THE ACADEMY OF SAINT CECILIA YOUTH ORCHESTRA
Announces Auditions for the following Ensembles:

Prep, Chamber and Youth Orchestras,
Flute Choir, Symphonic Band, &  

Concert Band
 August 23-24, 2011
♦

Beginning Band Instrumental Petting Zoo

September 6 & 13, 2011
CONTACT

For Audition Information, www.ascyo.org or 

Lerna May-Frandsen at 301-821-1162 or talenthntr@aol.com
 (When emailing, please put ASC Auditions in the subject line.)
The Academy of Saint Cecilia is a faith-based non-profit 501(c) 3 organization, which was founded in 2001.   The Academy of Saint Cecilia shall serve the community by providing opportunity for young musicians to grow spiritually and attain musical excellence through instruction, rehearsal and public performances of the great musical compositions of the past and present. All faiths are welcome.
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The Academy of Saint Cecilia, c/o Damascus United Methodist Church, 9700 New Church Street, Damascus, MD  20872

(301) 253-0022
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